Oxon v Lincs 11th November 2007

Results|IMP VP
A-team 511
B-team| 45| 16
C-team| 142 20

Summary

Cross-imping across Butler IMP across

TeamPair own A&B all3 A&B  all3
team only teams only teams

Chris Cooper & Nathan

. 12.5 2.25 9.17 -13 -10
Piper
Andrew Lintott & Diana 155 3075  42.50 32 31
A Lintott
Jo_hn Williams & Chris 10 -11.25 200 15 15
Wilson
John Slater & Nelson 20 1550 24.00 0 1
Stephens
Denis Talbot & Kathy 26.5 36.75  43.33 38 36
Talbot
Ed Jones & Andrew 285 600 12.67 5 4
B Murphy
Marian Day & Nick 240 28.00 34.00 25 24
Perceval-Price
Norman Gascoyne & Ron 220 350 15.00 1 )
Quainton
Alastair Gidman & Peter 67.0 na 51.17 n/a 45
Jordan
c lan Angus & Joe Clacey 71.0 n/a 44.00 n/a 32
David Flower & David )
Stead 81.0 n/a 55.17 n/a 52
Mike Brown & Clive Keej 77.C n/s| 52.67 n/e 40

In the A team match, in the first set we found eluss up against a large-deficit after
Lincs got the better of the most swingy hand. Afiat, we clawed our way back to
respectability and eventually emerged with a nartdwd win. A little disappointing

in truth as | think we hoped for a better result.

In the B team, there was a pretty solid climb up tomfortable win. The C team
after a steady start simply put their foot down alitted the opponents for a massive
142 imp win.



Well done to several pairs on fine cards — in paldr the Lintotts in a return to A
team action, the Talbots, Day/Percival-Price ardethtire C team.

Although the Stats don’t do them much justice &y tlvere more than a little unlucky
on the swing-hands it was good to see an encowagirformance on their first
outing by Jones/Murphy — | suspect we’ll see gaitet more from them in the
upcoming matches. In the C team, I'd like to senglit lan Angus and Joe Clacey,
the latter making his debut for county. Having eoimat short notice after a pair
withdrew through illness, they gave a great denratien of the strength in depth of
the county and the quality of the youth coming tigto the university conveyer belt —
well done and many thanks. I'm glad to hear tloatd like to be considered for
selection in the future — a welcome selection helagldor the committee.

Anyway, enough of the pre-amble... onto the bit yewtraiting for.
Board 1

This is a trap hand for N/S as you have the vdimegame but a misfit. Although
Nathan and | had the “kit” to establish that 4H wamaking, we (ok, ok *I*)
managed to confuse everyone. As South, | opemedraal 1H and West made a
slightly dubious takeout double. With 3 poor spadeis questionable but not
necessarily dreadful. Nathan now employed a uggfdget that we have of bidding
2D which shows a good raise to 2H. This bid islalsée because we play transfers
following a take-out double and it is definitelyetisl to distinguish between a poor
raise and a good raise to 2H, | feel.

Anyway, East now made a curious decision to passvadding 2S looks more
mainstream. Unfortunately, | now through a spammierthe works by bidding 3D
which we play as a short-suit game-try. Oops! Wesv made a confusing double
(well at least it confused everyone at the tabbeit4 guess he thought it showed
diamonds) and Nathan not unreasonably now bid Bast now had a rush of blood to
the head and decided that the four level was the to introduce his spade suit which
was a great relief for me as | had an obvious douBleally 500 out of nowhere to go
well with the Lintotts’ 50 from defending 4H. I'mot proud of my misbid but if you
can’t be good... be lucky. East’s bidding is instivesthough — make a decision
about whether to bid or not as early as possiltleraise you will often be
unsuccessfully trying to catch up later.

Williams/Wilson were left to defend 2S here afteg Lincs pair made the same take-
out double. Chris elected to bid 1N over the deubl I'm not a fan of this | must
admit. | think it's important to have some waynoéking a constructive raise to 2H
available. Perhaps xx then 2H? Anyway, | canveeg 2S from East ended matters
now, anyway. Unfortunately a slight misplay ineleée allowed this one to slip
through which was unfortunate, especially as Skatephens opponents didn’t
venture past the 3 level.

There was a great result here for Gidman/JordémeiiC team. Having avoided the
hopeless 4H, there was a chance (albeit a smallio3N. West found the DK lead
and then inexplicably switched to a club. Thisey&lastair the tempo to set up'& 9



trick in diamonds and a good game-wing in when &&&ngus made no mistake
defending 4H.

This was actually a nice board for the B and C teasithere were pluses for all 8
pairs - Great stuff!

Board 2

This board was the most extreme hand of the day. t&ble was suitably farcical
once | made the dubious decision to open the Startts 2H which in our methods
shows a weak hand with at least 4 cards in theniaj@/e’ve had some success
playing these methods but in this match it wasmtking at all! West was more than
a little perplexed by this and eventually passidthan has a difficult decision too
and bid 2S (intending to run later if doubled). &khhis was passed round to West,
he bid 3H which he thought his partner must recsgais being natural..... Nope — of
course not! East alerted and duly bid 4D. West salapped 4H down with more
than a hint of irritation. | looked at my hand ahdught two aces, 4 trumps and a
thoroughly unconvincing auction was enough to deubéspecially as partner should
now lead a diamond. Of course this is untouchaltkee usual outcome when | make
a penalty double. Oops — not a great starttuRately the damage was not too
severe as Andrew Lintott's 4H opening (a good chaicmy view) was more than
enough to end the auction. West really isn’'t ieéed in slam opposite a passed hand
so | can't really understand why people want toroges with a strong bid — just get
the hand off your chest immediately. Should Ndithover 4H? Well the answer to
that can be seen at other tables.

In the other A team match, The Lincs West openBérgi 2C (a choice that |
wouldn’t advise — | must admit, but seems to beupapwith Lincs) and John
Williams bid 2D. East doubled for penalty (!) avest simply blasted 4H. | can
understand John W selling out here but 4N obviouslyld have worked well. At
the other table, Nelson Stephens opened a robuahdHNorth backed himself with
4N despite the adverse vulnerability. | think théad has to act as the diamond suit
qualify is so good (would play fine opposite a Joidouth then jumped directly to
6C!! On a non-spade lead, the slam is trivial@s gan just knock out the DK after
taking the trump finesse, but even on a spade tesdarer might guess well to ruff
out the DK. So that proved to be a huge swingandt put the A team on the back
foot, early doors.

A similar story was seen in the B team where Mufjtiyes were also caught out by a
frisky N/S. Andrew opened 1H if%and North had an obvious 2N call. Ed passed
as East and South apparently had a bit of a thuel,(it was described to me on the
trip home as enough time to make a cup of tea, tteagaper and do half the
crossword) before emerging with 5C. North thesedito 6C which looks a little
dubious to me — probably would have been wise kd@sa ruling, | think but

actually the net loss of imps between 5C and 6Clavouhave been that great with
590 conceded on the other table as the Talbots@&ahe plunge in defending 4HX.

What can you say — this was a freak hand to beantd_incolnshire’s aggressive
style of bridge certainly worked well on this harntim not convinced it would all the
time, though and | will await next years match witterest.....



Flower and Stead had a good result on this bo&iheir Precision opening of 2D,
showing a shortage in diamonds and ostensibly 1elfis was a shade light but
with two aces, they made a good decision to upgrdde auction continued:

P 2D 2H 3C
P P 3H5C

Having found a conservative 3C to start, the jump@ rectified the misjudgement
for a nice gain when Brown and Keep bid and made 4H

In the other C team match, things were quite istéarg! Against Gidman/Jordan,
West opened a Benji 2C, this made things diffitaitPeter to show both suits and he
elected to bid 2D which silenced his partner fer ttbst of the auction. As such, they
quietly defended 4H which was untouchable. This tvash on Clacey/Angus on the
other table as they managed to persuade the opjsaiedet them play in 5H
undoubled for a mere 50 out. In theory a greatltegainst the vulnerable slam!
Unlucky chaps!

On the whole this was a terrible board for the ¢pui-or some reason, Lincs pairs
dealt with this freak hand extremely well — | ant sore exactly why, certainly they
were a lot more aggressive in the bidding. HoweNer not sure this type of hand
will appear that often, so wouldn’t advise anyoméose any sleep over it.

Board 3

This was the first hand that we played. | opem@drmal enough 3C irf'seat with
the South cards. West overcalled 3S which is@aidut there isn’t really a lot of
choice. East now found a non-forcing 4H which ehttee auction (well | assume it
was non-forcing, it was fairly clear that the oppots weren'’t entirely sure). |
opened the defence with the top two clubs as Idtduteally see anything better to

do (possibly I'm giving away the secrets of my daesige style here — a lack of
imagination!). Declarer now ruffed the second cunal played a heart to the jack and
Nathan’s queen — a curious decision following mg-empt. Nathan won and
returned a passive heart giving declarer the bagn&hen he now played a spade
to hand, Nathan could see the danger-signs andnitis@ spade to play another — not
wanting to force declarer to ruff again. Now Wiegher fell from grace. The trump
coup literally screams at you here and so if ydtiauhird spade, you can shorten
your trumps to the same length as North, cash tamands ending on table and then
just play your spades. North will be powerlessttp you making with A8 of hearts
sitting over T4. Fortunately for us, the Lincs kdeer didn’'t spot this line and so
merely cashed winners. Nathan correctly pitchéuerahan trump at any point, and
so with 3 tricks to go, East had to ruff and thesd away from A8 of hearts. A
fortunate gain when the Lintotts made no mistakgaime.

Credit must go to Flower/Stead here for gettingaCx with just 300 as the
damage. When Keep/Brown managed to make the gatineuvany difficulty, this
was a nice swing in

Slater/Stephens also judged well here to take theemout of 5C for 500 in.



I've heard one tale here where a pair opened 31€,(§o far) but then raised their
partners 4C to 5C and later 6C which was one toolfen a firm believer in not

raising your own pre-empts unless there is a streagon to re-evaluate your hand.
Although this hand is very pure with all valueghe trump suit, the 3C bid has
certainly described the hand quite well and partaerjudge whether to save or not as
they are the one who knows if you have defensiekdr What can | say... must be a
rush of blood to the head!

This was a good board for the mini-match in the&m involving the Talbots and
Murphy/Jones. The Talbots managed to find 200 faonopponent’s indiscretion in
taking the push over 5C to add to the 500 in froendther table after the opps 5C
sacrifice.

Board 4

Another game here for EW here (I will be saying théot, | think as we did an awful
lot of defending against cold contracts in thischat 4H looks to have 3 losers
whereas 3N has 4. An imp out when the Lintottyexbin 3N in our mini-match.

Board 5

This hand certainly had chances which the Lincahegbair failed to exploit against
us. East opened 1C and West made an Acol stglegsjump shift with the West
cards. Surely now, you would expect East to diavelam but the auction merely
petered out when West declined to give club suppbe auction was

1C 2D
2H 2S
2N 3N

Which is rather feeble | think. As 2D forces yougame, | think that 3C rather than
3N should see you get there rather comfortablythénother table of our match, the
Lintotts got to the club slam fairly easily aftestaong club opening for a nice gain.

The key feature of the hand is for West to commatei¢o East that they have a good
hand with club support and a source of tricks. nJ8later explains how they missed
out as their sequence was

1C 1D
1H 1S* *=forcing to 2N
2N* 3N *=14-16

The auction looks fine to start but | think | agreiéh John Slater's assessment that
2N perhaps wasn’t a very good description — witthsan unbalanced hand, 3C
would have been a lot more descriptive as the fais forcing. I'm not sure of their
methods here but if it was forcing, | would suggest 3C (or even 4C) over 2N
should set up a slam try and that West also needs more.



I've seen some dubious auctions on this boardgaiist Gidman/Jordan, the Lincs
pair managed an ungainly

2D 2H
2S 2N
3N

| have no idea what all this means, but suspetittiaasn’t really the best description
of the hands!

Still, a huge result was seen in the B team whenes/Murphy managed to get all the
way to 7C after some fairly exuberant biddinghds to be said, it's not a terrible
contract — if diamonds are 4-4 it is trivial andeauwhen, there is squeeze chances on
some 5-3 diamond splits. Deep finesse and | aaglieement that it needs something
close to a miracle. Still, according to Andrew, fBdde it on a “Backwash
Squeeze”......... yeah, right. Still — | don’t think weally mind how it happens,

1440 looks good to me.

In fact the Oxon pairs did far better on this h#mah the Lincs pairs as only one pair
missed the slam. Well done to Brown/Keep, Claceg#s and Gascoyne/Quainton
for their accurate bidding. That gave a slam-svimgp every Oxon pair in the B and
C team and half the A team with not a single Lipas reaching slam. Good
judgement all round for the county, there.

Board 6

This hand was another that is quite instructive iarahe that certainly the A team
need to study before the Tollemache in a coupileesfks. At our table, East opened
1C and | found the normal 2C overcall to show tlaars. West now doubled (they
didn’t seem to have an agreement as to what thisithand Nathan found a bold 3H
raise. East now passed and | raised to game.apPeB8s is better, in hindsight. West
was having none of this though and bid 5C ovetdpe When this came round to
me, | had a problem. The vulnerability was favaga.... but (and this was a big
but) there looks to be a strong chance that 6@ isffer here unless partner can find
some tricks. Can | really risk bidding 5H whicHikely to be cheap when there is a
more than reasonable chance of conceding 1370ficudtif.. and so | chose to pass
in the end (Of course, West would have doubled. sesl). 5C has just the two
spade losers. The real problems came when botA team pairs opened 1N. At the
Lintotts table, South chose to bid 2D which showeth majors for them. Andrew
chose 2N (Lebensohl) and then bid 3N over the th&® which theoretically would
deny a stop for them. Unfortunately, there wasesambiguity about what this
shows when the opponents have shown (or implied)siwits and so Dinah passed.
On a spade lead, the opponents could cash thé firstks for 200 and a 13 imp loss.
In the other A team mini-match, both pairs reacBidand failed to find a spade lead
so that was flat with 660.

| would suggest that these more complex Lebensuldt®ns should definitely be
considered when you are agreeing to play it. A gai this type of board by being
secure about which bids show and deny a stop allg rmportant.



David Flower tells me about a misjudgement in thie&@n match which allowed
Lincs to dig themselves out of trouble

1C 2C* 3C P *=the majors
P3S4CP
5C end

Which of course was untouchable. | can sympathidethe 3S call, but at least there
was no double to complete the Biltcliffe coup! Badk though — it happens to us all!

This was a good board for the Talbots here whexg thanaged to get away with just
go for just 300 — taking out insurance. When JamesMurphy found the top spot at
the other table after a good Lebensohl sequengmazd the lack of spade stop. A
deserved swing in there for knowing and trustingrymethods.

Gascoyne/Quainton trusted their defence here teattact 500 from the opponents’
robust bidding in the majors. When Day/Percivat®s opponents could only find a
club partial, this was a nice game-swing in

Board 7

Once again we sat and defended this one. $#llatiction was confusing enough for
everyone. | dealt and opened 2H again to showak\Wwand with both majors (at
least 4 cards in both). West now doubled (whick wlaarly undiscussed) and
Nathan upped the ante to 3H (maybe 4H is bettét@kt had an obvious 4D and
West clearly had a problem. He temporised withedid heard an eager East cuebid
4S. Much to everyone’s surprise this ended théi@c How often do you pass a
cuebid and end up in an 8 card fit? | led a haadtnow a heart continuation is now
good enough to hold it to 11 tricks but when Natbaitched this was 12 tricks as the
clubs were breaking. At the Lintotts table, th@agition found a profitable save in
hearts for a small loss to Oxon.

In the B team match, Murphy and Jones were giverabchance by the Lincs
defenders. Andrew and Ed got all the way to 6 tioin the face of it is a fair
contract that is doomed by the 4-1 split. Howedwdreat it, the defence needs to play
two rounds of hearts as otherwise, Declarer cakyicthe spade suit. Unfortunately,
when the Lincs pair failed to find this defence déew became convinced that they
failed to find this defence because the clubs \sphigting poorly and so relied on
trumps being 3-2 and took the wrong line....... Ougierhaps guilty of giving the
opponents a little too much credit there, | thimkshame — but well bid to a decent
spot.

Board 8

More wild bidding at our table. West dealt and g a rather threadbare 1D.
Nathan overcalled 1H and East made a natural acthéplS call. My hand doesn’t
look great so | only raised to 2H. | can’t quiggnember the following sequence as it
didn’t make an awful lot of sense, but | was exegngrateful to pass out 3S which
went two off for a nice gain as The Lintotts madgmaple 130 in an 8 card minor fit.
Curious in the extreme!



Slater/Stephens did well here to reach 5C aftgirdesd competitive auction. They
did even better to actually make it. I'm yet teabver how, but I'm sure it was a
masterful deceptive line......

Alastair Gidman tells me how he had a bit of a sieci here after a slightly frisky
Lincs auction

3D3H3S?

Reasoning that 4H would probably go off, Alast@ufed passing 3S and collecting a
plus would be sensible... would they have made 4H¥ Whows... in this type of
match, anything was possible!

So that was 8 boards and we defended them all ll,.&&tieast it wasn’t for money!
Board 9
A curious board this, the opponents had the unuasuzion

1C 1D
1H 1S
IN P!

| was most surprised that the auction just ended’his contract looks like it should
make, but Declarer rather lost his way. On thelepaad, Declarer ducked the first
trick and won my spade continuation in the dumrhle put the CQ on the table, so |
could win this and clear the spades. Declarer mi@d to establish his clubs and put
me in with the # round. On my heart switch, declarer can simpkg téhe finesse for
the contract but rather oddly declined. Now weeham easy 7 defensive tricks. On
the other table in our mini-match, there was toeimbidding our way after an
injudicious action by EW and so they were abledd 200 to our 50. There were
quite a few EW penalties across all three teamda@mnithe life of me | can’t see why.
Although West has an opening hand, both North andiSare bidding and there
really isn’t anything sensible to bid. You oftegdn the lament at the club “But | had
to bid, | had an opening hand” but actually, pagssnusually the winner unless you
have something you have something worth biddinggoéd sign is that most Oxon
Wests declined to bid.

Strangely exactly the same score and swing hapgaried B team match involving
the Talbots and Murphy/Jones. Although, by the dswof it, events didn’t quite
involve in the same manner.... But that is anothlet ta

Board 10

A thin 3N on the cards here but is virtually impb#sto get to. Itis hard to see you
have 9 cashing tricks and a spade stop betwedmatigs. The only chance | can see
is if you can cuebid spades at some point to shadfvahstop. In practice, the fact that
3N is possible does not mean that one would expegptt there.



Slater/Stephens found a practical solution to syndeffend and collect 200 out of 2D
by West. | agree with this decision rather thashpug for an unlikely 3N (The fact it
happens to make is pretty irrelevant in my view).

Bad lack to Day and Percival-Price here whose opptsncareered to the cold 3N.
Sometimes.... You just have to live with it — unlutky

Board 11

This is a curious hand. East has an awful lotafigs (18) but EW can’t actually
make any more than 2C and even that can only be ma&ast. At our table, South
dealt and opened 1H and North bid a non-forcing Ndthan as East didn’t really
have a bid and | agree with his pass. This ighehand to double merely because
you “have an opening hand” although in this casetuch better than that. If you
do, West is bound to bid too many spades and yoerd-playing yourself into
bidding a poor nt contract when you know you arkkety to have game on. In fact,
you don't really have a bid over 2H either whichlwome back round to you. As it
happens, 4H by NS is absolutely cold and we wead tg) only concede 170. This
was a band hand for us as 1N proved difficult tattoa the other table when North
passed the limited 1H opening. Now, East can doidyltakeout and then get to a
making no-trump part-score. Although this shouddoff, in practice a heart lead,
offers EW a relatively easy ride.

Board 12
Another cold game here. In fact we were pleaseghio an imp when South
attempted to drop a doubleton QT of hearts andferaed to take a safe line for 10

tricks. The normal score is 11 tricks though ibiyget the hearts right as everything is
extremely well placed.

Board 13

Now this hand was a cracker. The normal contrast #H by NS. At this point, I'll
turn you over to Clive Keep’s excellent piece chlgsis.

North South
1C 1H
4H all pass

“You receive the 7 of diamonds lead, you play sraall the jack wins. RHO then
plays the King (LHO playing the 2), followed by tAee — over to you! How are you
going to play this hand?

Well | ruffed with the 10 of hearts, and thankfoitiio have received a spade switch, |
played the heart 2 to the Ace and then played thee®, keeping the heart 9 in my
hand to take care of diamond continuation. Whest Elaowed out | was doomed on
the actual layout, as | can’t avoid West makindud cuff for one down. Should |
have ruffed low and run the heart 10 to make ks Ruffed high and play 9 hearts
from hand and run it if not covered — at least thakes 10 tricks... | think | was
paying the Lincs East too much respect in havitggfaarded with the J of diamonds,



holding the 10 so | probably should have ruffed vd run the 10 of hearts. That's
what | would have done in sleep at pairs... Oh deBast too, would probably have
bid diamonds with six, with or without the hearni§i Of course double dummy,
E/W can beat the game by a diamond lead and clitbrew but my club support was
not obvious from the bidding.”

A nice summary... Personally, | think that it is @t to ruff low. If East has
AQJxxx of diamonds, then they will not have the Hixd you will then know that the
heart finesse is wrong. However, | can see whyleemight go wrong.

Unfortunately, our methods again cost us heremsempt by East in the majors
pinpointed to NS that 3N was a better contractthece is certainly no ruff there!

The biggest hard-luck story goes to Jones and Muaglain who had a fairly odd
experience. Murphy inBseat downgraded his hand to a strong nt (I thiakit is

too good myself, but still). This was about to ¢imel auction, but East had other ideas
and backed in with a 2S overcall. Ed not unreasignaopened with the North cards
and raised Andrew’s 3H to game..... Unfortunatelytf@m, having failed to support
initially, the opponents now decided to “save” odét. Thinking that they’d fallen

on their feet with the opponents sacrificing ovelodgy game, Ed doubled expecting
a tidy gain. | imagine they were more than a trifig-out to discover that 4S is
untouchable by E/W. Extremely unlucky, | would sayl'm not surprised that they
were the only pair who found this bid against théragems a wild action to me.

John Slater reports how they had a good chance dter DK lead, the defence
switched to a low spade to the king. The defeeticued with a second diamond
and then a second spade, taking out dummy’s etiter 2 heart finesses, South has
the choice of ruffing the diamonds back to handrossing to the CQ....
Unfortunately declarer picked the wrong one — dsmJ8later pointed out, if diamonds
were 6-2, they would surely have played®r@und of diamonds..... well, possibly —
it was hard to say as the match was fairly eriatid one couldn’t make any safe
deductions about anything!

Board 14

South broke the cardinal rule of pre-empting attabie and was extremely lucky it
wasn’t more costly. South opened a pretty ecaeBiiin second seat and | had an
obvious 3S overcall. North bid just 4D now andhaatworking 8 count, Nathan bid
game. South now bid 5D — an action that | can delscribe as baffling. 1 would be
reluctant to open this hand 3D let alone opt toifiee with defensive looking
holdings in hearts and clubs and the probabiliat trumps are splitting badly.
Fortunately we were able to extract the maximurmftben hand despite my choice
of a spade lead. North could win and pitch a hieant hand, but | could now win the
trump switch, play HA and a heart to Nathan’s kiogllow me to over-ruff declarer
with the DQ. With the club trick not going anywhethis was a nice 500 in against
the NV game. | think the opponents were extrerhetity here that this was only 2
imps out. Although it looks like 4S should go dfthink it is untouchable (and Deep
Finesse is nodding approvingly as well).

Board 15



A thin game here for NS again but as was the casebst of the match, it proved to
be untouchable. The Lintotts managed to induceudlé here for a nice gain. | can'’t
imagine which of East or West thought they weretlvardouble, but I'm sure they
will regret it now, although | guess it's not a lhogs.

Flower/Stead had a good result here when their gus managed to miss the
normal game. As usual, Keep/Brown made no mistakine other table.

Board 16

This board was notable for one fact only in ourghat it was the only hand we
actually played in the first half. Dear oh dear.Partner's weak nt opening with the
East cards is consistent with our style and maldévely easily when partner simply
won the third round of diamonds and played thremds of hearts. This was a swing
in when the Lintotts managed to defeat 2S.

Gidman/Jordan did extremely well here to scrambigc®s in hearts. | can see
seven.......... Apparently it needs the defence to astadeclarers’ winners in the
minors. Fair enough!

Board 17

| awoke from my slumber here to find myself in aghty 1N after a simple 1D 1S 1N
auction. This didn’t prove to be too problematicaoheart lead by West and | took
the imaginative line of setting up the diamonds%dricks. On a club lead, this
contract looks doomed despite the favourable sppliie Flat in our mini-match at
any rate.

Mind you, there was me thinking 9 tricks was aljatommon outcome.... Silly me,
the Talbots managed to make 11 tricks in 1N and/Paycival-Price managed to get
to and make 3N. | bet the opponents were regeettia lead on those two tables!

Andrew Murphy informs me of their opponents’ unastéed auction on this board.

1C! 1S
2D! 2S
3H! 3S!
Pl

So much for a normal hand!! All | can say abousg #uction is that please don’t
show it to any children — apparently the biddingswlascribed as natural. | really
don’t know what to say — there are so many thingsg with it that | simply don’t
know where to start. Possibly there was sometimrige Lincs water that
morning........

Board 18
Back to normality here saw us defending a cold gamg diamond lead got us the

imp loss that it probably deserves. A spade leasiwi exactly high on my list
though, | must admit.



Flower and Stead did rather better in the defemce than us... or possibly their
declarer was a little more accommodating. Aft€@Talead, ran round to the king,
Declarer finessed the HQ which lost. David Floneturned a spade and declarer
rose with the king. David Stead did very well heveluck. Now when Declarer
crossed in diamonds to play a spade back up, Hd woen and return a diamond
which was ducked by declarer round to the quedre Q now Kills the closed hand
and declarer was doomed. Well defended — amazwngdften a well-placed duck in
this sort of situation can work.

Still, obviously getting to and making this gameswairly tricky, so well done to
Murphy/Jones, the Lintotts and Angus/Clacey fotiggtthis board right. Well done
also to the Talbots, Williams/Wilson and Day/Peatifrice for matching
Flower/Stead’s defence and beating a cold contraétlways a satisfying feeling,
that.

Board 19

Another chance for a part-score gain here wheri tagplay in 2C. This contract
needs a little bit of care. West led a diamondthed continued with two more
rounds. | ruffed the"3and played a spade to the ace. It looked likeeded the

heart finesse, so | played a heart to the Queenhemdcashed the HA pitching a
spade. | could now ruff a heart low and play"altamond from the table. When East
discarded, | could now ruff low and now have 8Ksievhich | accepted gratefully.
Once again the Lintotts defence was accurate antbwiel add another part-score
swing to the tally in our mini-match.

Gidman/Jordan had a rare misjudgement here whestalMahose to rebid hearts
rather than introduce the clubs. This left thera perilous 2H which didn’t play very
well at all. Definitely unfortunate but with thigpe of hand, | certainly recommend
rebidding your second suit if you can. If parthas a heart fit, they will give
preference for sure!

John Slater recounts a sub-standard auction fremrmatch.

1H 1S

2C 2D* *=hm — fourth suit forcing to what? A misi2l A double?
2H 3C

P

This didn’t go so well......
Board 20

A curious flat board here. | was greeted as Swaiththe auction 1D P 1S ? |
thought that | was worth a double here to keep buits in the equation but West
brushed us off by bidding 2C. North passed and jadged well to only bid 2S.
However when this came round to Nathan, he bids3Suming that the clubs would
be well placed and knowing that my double here wbea’ridiculous (well......



*shouldn’t* might be a better description of my n@l style of bidding). 3C made
rather easily but was flat against the normal 4&herother table. | can't criticise
anyone for reaching 4S — holding the trump losers isn’t completely unlikely.

Gidman/Jordan managed a sharp double of 4S tolptimsover-bidding — well
judged. Personally, | only seem to double congréitat make, so | approve of
doubling contracts that fail ..... Dear oh dear, seti-deprecating jokes in one hand
is probably a bit much, sorry about that!

Board 21

For the first time in the match, practically, | hadecision to make here. | opened a
weak no-trump as South and West made a naturav2ktall. Nathan then found a
takeout double as North and so | bid 2S. The guestas what to do when Nathan
invited with 3S. Not fancying my 4333 shape anckKhose to decline despite the
maximum 14 count despite the allure of a vulnergllme. Fortunately | was correct
though when 3S is the limit of the hand... phew! ghiihave been in the dog-house
if game had made and we had a combined 25 couraraBccard fit, but you can’t be
in them all. Still, when the Lincs South decidegass North’s double of 2H to
collect 470 at the Lintotts table, it didn’t reaftyatter what we did! A bad decision to
pass the double, I think. K9x trumps is not anedisphg holding and it is far too
risky to pass here, in my view.

Once again, Gidman/Jordan rolled home an unmakeaiohe. 3N this time — lets
just say the defence is probably best consignédastair's email — | will simply say
that it could have been better and leave you kidih. t On the other table of their
mini-match, Angus/Clacey made no mistake and c@te200 from accurate defence
of 4S.

Board 22

An unusual hand this, reaching game pretty mugkends on what South chooses to
open. Atour table, | chose 1D and West overcadlled Nathan made a takeout
double and | had to decide how many spades to e stiff heart and Kxxx clubs
and poor shape now put me off bidding 3S so myt@iseended the auction.
Unfortunately, North has no wasted values and s@tiod game was missed. On the
other table, South opened 1C and so West couldettcall 2C. Andrew Lintott's 1H
seems reasonable despite only having 4 cardsowtmeant that South had a totally
different assessment of their hand when North naaiddeout double. Nothing short
of a 5H bid would now stop them reaching 4S, se Was a swing out. Unlucky, |
would say. | don't think it is easy to get to gaomdess you can discover that North
has no wasted values in hearts.

John Slater reports how they were let off the hokhis one. After a heart lead
against 4S by North, which is off on a club lead]9%n won and switched to a spade.
Declarer ran this to the ten in dummy (the jackivild) and used a spade and DJ as
two entries for 2 heart ruffs. Declarer now carffeptay with a small club and now
the defence was able to secure a trump promotiorfort@nate escape.

Board 23



Another explosive board. I've heard many-a-taléhaf one. I'll start off with the
Lintott's table. Their informative auction was 6P end. Great — that makes the
defence really easy, then.

Is this a time for a passive lead? Quite possiatertainly, the choice of SA was
unfortunate as declarer can ruff this and pitclir ttleb loser on the SK. Unlucky,
certainly, but both now think a Diamond is the deatl on the hand. Itis very
difficult here to know what contract to play in.ofth needs to find out about South’s
heart holding and whether they hold the CA. Howadtually do this is more
problematic. | actually sympathise with Nathan@ding here as | had already
opened in front of him, showing a weak hand andast 4 cards in both majors. Our
style is to have an honour in each suit when valbler (yes, | know the Ten is
stretched it a bit), so | think the odds now déélyi favour bidding directly to 6D as
you know partner has at least 4 hearts and atde@sheart honour, so it now looks
like the slam will be odds on. Unfortunately fa, iEast’s astute CA lead was a good
opening gambit. His continuation of the SA thowgds crass. Surely Nathan must
have a void to bid this way? It can only reallyibspades. This was a bit soft really
and we were very pleased and more than a littterfiate to flatten the board.

A bit of bad luck here in the C team when Flowed &tead reached 6H which can’t
be made on the CA lead. I'm surprised no onewéein a heart slam. What is it
Michael Byrne is always saying about trump quality@ean liner (Diamonds) vs
Rusty Tugboat (hearts).... Very true.

| feel a bit sorry for Williams/Wilson here who fiod out after a strong opening that
6D was against the odds but found themselves gtdstseveral pairs that had
brought home this unmakeable slam..... sometimelgdrcan be a cruel sport!

The Talbots were blessed with a SA lead agains$ltima, so they weren't
complaining too much. At the other table of thmini-match, Ed Jones recounts an
....unusual auction

2C 2S X* 3S *=described as points with no spade s
4N* P 5C P *=described as pick a minor
5D end

| have no idea what is going on and | suspect moedse did either! Still imps in for
the county.

Clacey/Angus found an unusual way of gaining imNserth in a crisis of hand
analysis deemed the North cards worthy of a 5D imgenAssuming the opponents
were actually pre-empting, lan bid 5S which issky” to say the least. Still, when it
came back round to North, they bid 6D which lammpdy doubled. In an inspired
moment to save his partner from tabling the SA,réseued lan with a 6S “sacrifice”
which went for 1100. Still, when Gidman and Jordalfed home the slam, no one
was complaining too much.



Still — the highlight of day for me came from Gagee/Quainton’s table. Norman
Recounts:

“My RHO opened 2D (forcing for one round). A mormehsheer madness from me
of 3D (we play CRO).

LHO enquired “What is that?”
My partner “natural” (correctly)
Pass, pass, pass.

Diamond lead, so | lost the first 8 tricks (feelisigk). A small heart which | won
with the Queen on table. If | now cash my 2 blacks, | only go 6 off for -600 our
partners made 3N+2, so we could have made a ptwe sa the board. Would my
misbid have been considered a brilliant sacrifitg®n’t think my partner would
have thought so!”

Well, Norman — | have to say | think it was extréyremusing. It's one way to
sacrifice against 5D for sure!! | was a littleajppointed, though — | had high hopes it
had been a brilliant psyche

Board 24

From a swingy board to a relatively normal boaithan’s weak two diamonds
ended the auction. Although it is possible to makecks, 8 is a more ordinary result
as you can't really play every hand double-dummyspeeially when it gives you
every chance of going off. Once again, this waslser tidy part-score swing in our
mini-match when the Lintotts trusted their defeagain to collect 50.

Board 25

4H is the normal spot here and is untouchable. widumake 11 or 12 tricks
depending on whether you under-lead your SA omriwn in with the HK. As it
happens, North has no guess and will just coll2dritks.

Board 26

Not my best moment here — another doubled gamengallorth opened a weak two
hearts and so | bid the obvious (well, | thoughtais obvious!) 2N. This gave North
a problem and they eventually just bid a quiet #§ot told off at the time (and
afterwards) for my double here, but | still thinkilll gain in this situation. | think

the odds favour you having the balance of the pand you have decent trumps so
bidding is quite reasonable. | must admit | waseeting it to be 2 off, not make.
After a top club lead, there didn’t seem anythiegidr to do than just play the DK,
hoping partner had the DQ. Nope! Mind you, pesidye D2 was a mistake, in the C
team match defending the same contract, Alastaim@n tried the D2 and North
decided to rise with the Ace allowing them to dé#&.... | didn’t think of that, |

must admit! An almost apologetic game-swing cami@i the C team after that one.



Unfortunately, at the other table in our mini-mat8louth opened a multi and so West
doubled. Now North didn’t realise that West has $pades covered and so made a
slam-try causing the Lintotts to end up in the dedrBS. This doesn’t make and was
our largest swing out of the day. | don’t blamerthparticularly, AKxxxx of spades
would be more than enough to see 6S come in with@atking sweat and that’s not
that unreasonable at Game all, | think. Anywaywb$ a big dent in the A teams
lead. It says quite a lot about my double whethensame hand at the other table,
they make a slam-try... I'll get it right one dayml’sure (probably when Nathan
surgically removes the double cards from my biddiog).

I'll add in a nice write-up from Clive Keep here:

“...And you hear your pard open a weak 2S! You hneking about your bid when
RHO bids 2N (not alerted). If you ask you will tmd that it is 15-18 with a spade
stop. Your go! If you double, then this will bagsed round to your RHO who will
bid 3C. If you bid 3H pard will bid 3N......... I

| thought long and hard about this one — have ogpbsheir system wrong... looks
like the minors to me? If Pd has AK or AQ spadesnt6 S is maybe a good shot —
but on a diamond lead? Has Pd got Ace of spades/how in the end | contented
myself with a simple four spades that made on tsei”

This hand was a 2-2 draw here for 790s. Oxon methago through Clacey/Angus
and Gascoyne/Quainton. The Talbots managed teaépimy efforts though, to
spare me at least some of my blushes.

Board 27

Yet another cold game for our opponents here —-hidtime. We managed to get our
diamond ruff in for a trump promotion though, wheouth declined to draw trumps.
A solitary imp in though.

Board 28

This was our worst board of the day here and it mvadetting the side down here.
The opponents got to 4S after a simple auction

IN 2C
2S4S

Partner led the H9 and declarer took the finedsgvislg me to win my king. Our
usual style here is to avoid doubleton leads,wsad fairly sure that partner held just
one heart. However, | should probably have redlikat North wouldn't have
managed to play a high heart here. | possibly gia@e a little too much credit as my
heart return, made life very easy for declarereyltould win this and discard the
losing club on the third round of diamonds, eveltyyast conceding 2 trump tricks.
A chance missed, to be sure. Was | so wrong?ili?pssl’d like to think that on a
good day, | would have sussed out what needed tlmhe. Oh well..... Still the



same thing happened at the Lintotts table so at tha board was flattened after an
identical defence from our counterparts.

In the other A team match, John Williams led the&yhinst 4S. Declarer won and
advanced the SK which was ducked. Chris Wilson thenspade continuation and
had the nous to cash the CA before switching teaath Now declarer was powerless
and the game was destined to fail. Of coursedtizg Lincs declarer really should
have cashed three diamonds before playing trumyiven so — it is good to take
advantage of these situations when they emerge.

Flower/Stead had a good result on this board. Lies declarer reached the
inglorious spot of 2S after a Staymanic sequefideoretically this should be a
sensible spot as game should go off. HoweverherH9 lead, declarer rose with the
ace and cashed three diamonds, pitching the C8y fibw tried a spade to the king
and a heart back was won by David Stead. He tvéinrsed to a club to king, ace
and a small ruff on the table. Declarer now plagetird heart which was ruffed and
over-ruffed by the defence. The CQ back now apmukty mystify the declarer and
they ruffed in dummy, cashed a top trump and cometihwith hearts allowing David
Flower to ruff and cash the rest of the tricks.isWias now an improbable 3 down —
even more embarrassing when Brown and Keep ragikdd dricks in 4S! I'm
rendered speechless by this one, | must admit’s juest say that Declarer might
have done better and leave it at that...

There was a rare swing out at the other C teama taben Gidman/Jordan were left to
defend a part-score and Angus/Clacey ran into dneect defence against 4S. When
you see this, one must start to wonder how many ith@ C team would have won by
if they had been blessed with some luck!

Board 29

What a strong hand this is. Theoretically, thegmre is 4S and 3N goes off, but in
practice, 4S tended to go off while 3N was rolling As usual, our opponents
subsided in 3N and it looks like it needs the [atlldom me to give it any hope of
defeating it. Although it was the unbid suit, ¢idit think that DJ would be that
profitable, so | guess | was wrong. Even theis, itot immediately apparent how the
contract will go off. On my heart lead, declareed by willing with the 9 on table.
He now blocked the suit and could have run intdfems if the club suit hadn’t been
so kind. Unfortunately, it was still cold as thelzlposition was very favourable.

Still, 600 out was another big swing out for us whendrew Lintott failed to spot the
winning line in 4S. Realising that he needed asp&de split to make it, Andrew
concluded that 3 trumps were most likely to belanright following a 2 level heart
overcall on his left. The DJ lead was helpfult@riswith. Trusting his view of the
hand, Andrew tried HK and then the heart finessketA to get rid of a low diamond
early while removing East’s third trump assumingimés. However, his ruff with
the S8 ruins that idea. The key point here idag p club early as you need to
establish a diamond pitch relatively quickly.....

Flower/Stead managed to do somewhat better thagaisst 3N here. The DJ was a
good stat to proceedings which was won by declarkand with the queen.
Declarer’'s next gambit was the CQ which was ducKEide for a finesse of the SJ



and when this lost, the defence could clear thendiads leading to 3 off. A great
result there.

At Gidman/Jordan’s table, the Lincs pair wrong-siidteand on a diamond lead to the
jack, Declarer fell away allowing the defence toigetheir spade winners and later
end-playing South in diamonds; Good work.

Board 30

This was a strange hand for us. Nathan openedk m@trump as west and | bid 2D
as a transfer to hearts. For reasons known ortiymip North ventured 2S on his suit
of K9xx. As Nathan observed at the time, “Someloa@ their porridge this

morning”. An extraordinary bid and they were vrgky the contract was only one
off. Surely bidding 2H as a takeout of heartsaulding the transfer to show a strong
balanced hand (if that is your agreement) is mikedyl to be successful? Still on this
day, it was good for Lincs as 2S was only one dféw2H was untouchable our

Board 31

We reached the dizzy heights of 4H here after @gteidn auction. Things didn’t
start brilliantly for South when he began with ade. Nathan was able to win the
SA, Cash the DA, ruff a diamond, cash the Spadhipity a club and cross ruff for a
few tricks. After ruffing the second spade, Natlanld play a diamond back and
when North followed, Nathan could ruff high andriteit in clubs. There was still
KJ of hearts on the table, so he had to come toidks of 2 spades, 1 diamond and 7
heart tricks. At the other table of our mini-matdeclarer decided to simply draw
trumps and so when they got the hearts wrong, ithietts secured a club ruff to
defeat the game. A bright switch of a small clolthie ace and club back to secure
the ruff. Well done!! Note on a club lead, Dectazan’t go wrong really as despite
the club ruff, declarer can just draw two roundsromps and make 2 spades, 6
hearts, 1 diamond and 1 club.

Board 32

The last hand of the day pretty much went withrtbem. The opponents reached a
cold game... bidding 4S on this occasion which lomkst better than 3N to me. This
was just an imp away from 3N on the other table.

Cold, did you say? Not at Gidman/Jordan’s tallleey managed to beat 4S by an
impressive 2 tricks..... erm, well defended? No cantrapparently....

Overall a reasonable performance — the A teamn&gid to do better in the upcoming
Tollemache and hopefully the B and C teams cary ¢heir good form through the
rest of the season. Next stop... Leics in December.












